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Derivation of Kariz

(translated by H.kaburagi)

The name (Kariz) originates from the irrigation system for the underground water is made of
Tigris, Euphrates river at Persia (now, republic of Iraq).That delta area between the two rivers
made for farming land but much deforestation caused desertification, at last. Kariz has a spring
water which has been flowing from the underground for over 400 years.

The big maiden hair tree and Sankinkoutai

Maybe the big maiden hair tree that is more than750 years old had been looked by many Samurais
belong Date Masamune who came to Edo for Sankinkoutai at Date’s lower premises. (by the way,
usually Daimyou had upper ,middle, lower premises) The tree is keeping lots the remain of fire
damages at the 2nd world war. Still the tree gives us rest, healing by lively green leaves from spring
to summer season, also in autumn by clear yellow one but in winter becomes look like a sad dead tree.
In that age, there was no water supply system like today, so they (bushi) used underground water for
their life every day and we can look this well through glass at café kariz's 1st floor. That rule
(sankinkoutai) meant (1) an allegiance to Tokugawashougn,(2) non accumulate money at local
Daimyou's area. So as a result, Tokugawa's age had been continued for 265 years.

Why so many embassies at Azabu ?

Before the Meiji Restoration, there were lots of Daimyou's premises around Azabu area. After
that restoration, they were not needed and opened grounds be remained. Finally, foreign
countries put their embassies there easily. After the World War 2, the numbers grew up by the
many colonies independents (now, 70 embassies)

Industrial revolution colonies and American situation

Each west European country had industrial revolution for export the products. Gradually, each
countries bitter competed to get colonies for the products market. America struggled to get
Texas at Mexico. Finally, California was annexed to America. And next, the famous (Gold Rush)
happened there because of the discovery at the gold mine. At the same time, they massacred
more than 200million American Indians.(1622~1890) On the other hand, the exploitated people
at the lawless zone decided to organize vigilance committee. And a possession of weapon for self
guard were whaling to get the security. Even revised the American construction No.2 article. At
1840, they were whaling to get their blubber for lamp.

America approach to Japan and the weapon trader Guraber

First of all, in 1853, M.Perry came to Japan for negotiation to (open Japan to the world) and (a
treaty of peace and amity between Japan and America) was concluded. After 2 years later T.Harris came
again asking for (commercial treaty between two countries) and pressed an agreement. They needed
Japan to be call as place to get water, food refitting for whaling and to export their fiber products to
china. On that same time, Harris threatened (in China, the Opium war was happened by England, their
next target would be Japan) to urge Japan to open trade. After the Civil War (1861~65), many weapons
were left and were appeared at Shanhai market. Mr. Guraber bought them up and exported to (the
Choushuu Clan, revolutionary against Tokugawa shougnate) As a result, Mr. Graber became a strong
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cafe kariz
MR EX R 1-4-22 B03-3454-2727

well's water coffee at Cafe Kariz in Azabu
1-4-22 minamiazabu,Minato-ku, tokyo. TEL03-3454-2727
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